ROUTE, WOODTURNING CRUISE 2004

August 16th - 28th 2004
Monday 16th 

Departure Stavanger at 11.55 pm

Stavanger is a city from The Middle Ages and is Norway’s fourth largest city. It is located in "Rogaland" county and it is the largest city in this county.  The oil industry in the North Sea has its main headquarters here and the city is therefore known as the oil capital of Norway. A new oil museum opened for few years ago and is well worth a visit.

"Rogaland" county is situated on the southwestern part of Norway and it has a variety of different nature, which makes it very special. Here you will find land as flat as a pancake, the district is called Jæren, and it is the largest flat area in Norway, and very good for agriculture. On the southern part you will also find the area in Norway where hardly anything grow because there is a lot of rocks, stones and mountains. The area is called Dalane.

The peaks of the mountains reaches over 1.600 meter.  In this area there is limited with food for animals and the only larger animals you will find is the reindeer. 

On of the most visited spots in Rogaland is the Pulpit rock Mountain, Prekestolen. It is a mountain, which goes 597 meters up from the 42 kilometer long fjord, Lysefjorden, and it has a flat spot on the top. You can go for a walk, takes 2-3 hours, and sit with your feet outside the edge enjoying 597 meters with breathtaking view down to the fjord or you can go with one of the boats looking up the mountain from the fjord. 

Boknafjorden splits the county in a northern and a southern part. This fjord spreads itself deep into the country and it has a lot of little fjords stretching out in all directions. This means that no place in the county is more than 40 kilometers from the nearest fjord. There are a lot of islands, 2.089 islands, which forms the skerries, and Karmøy is the largest one.

Fishing and shipping has been "Rogaland’s” mainly business, but now the oil industry has become the main employer. 

Until Thursday we will be traveling in the part of Norway called “Western Norway” ("Vestlandet").

“Western Norway” consists of these counties: 

                 "Rogaland", "Hordaland", "Sogn and Fjordane" and "Møre og Romsdal". 

The powerful and breathtaking nature in this part of our country is always impressing tourists. Typically for this part are the long fjords, which stretches itself deep into the country.  Also very steep mountains are very typical for “Western Norway”. In the early days traveling by boat was the only useable way to travel and this led to that settled down in the most remote places.

During the winter is the weather mild in this part of the country and you will rarely have snow close to the coastline, even in midwinter. During the summer it can get really hot in the mountain districts, but it is cooler closer to the coastline. “Western Norway” is also known as a part where it rains a lot, actually in some parts it can be as much as 5 –6 meters with rain/snow during a year! 

Therefore production of waterpower electricity is huge on the “Western Norway”. Fishing has been one of the major activities for making a living, but during the last years the oil industry has grown a lot and created lots of jobs. Also salmon fish farms have grown rapidly the last 20 years and is today one of Norway’s major exporting industries.

Approximate ¼ of Norway’s population lives on “Western Norway”.
Tuesday 17th
Arrival Måløy at 2.00 pm

Departure Måløy at 11.00 pm
Måløy is a small place in county "Sogn and Fjordane". Måløy is an important harbour for the fishermen fishing at the West coast. This island, Vågsøy, is connected to the mainland with a 1275 meters long bridge. A lot of both fresh and frozen fish are exported by lorry to most part of Europe.    

"Sogn and Fjordane" is the county longest west in Norway. The longest and deepest fjord, Sognefjorden, and Europe’s largest glacier on the mainland, Jostedalsbreen, dominate the landscape.
( Sognefjorden is 204 kilometer long, and 1.308 meter deep on the deepest.)

( Jostedalsbreen ; The main glacier is 486 square kilometers, but with the small ones which belonging to Jostedalsbreen, the area is 800 square kilometers.)
The county has many mountains and glaciers, and is also the county in Norway, which has the second largest number of sheep and goats. Fruit growing is big in this county. In the mountain side along Sognefjorden, is it even possible to grow peaches, apricots and grapes!

Some parts of this county have most precipitation in Norway. Some few places can get between 4.500 and 5.000 mm during the year. But on the other hand, the same county has also one of the driest places in Norway, with just 400 mm precipitation during the year.

Wednesday 18th

Arrival Geiranger at 9.00 am

Departure Geiranger at 9.30 am

Early in the morning we will enter one of  “Western Norway’s” most beautiful and dramatic fjords  -  the Geirangerfjord. The mountains rise steeply up to 1800 meters and you can see small farms and beautiful waterfalls approximately 700-800 meters up the mountainside. We will drop anchor at the end of the fjord and passengers will be set ashore for a fantastic bus ride over the mountains, up the Trollstigen and then to Molde.
Geiranger is a place at the head of the fjord, Geirangerfjord, in the county "Møre and Romsdal". During the summertime many cruise ships visit this fjord from different countries, and tourists have discovered that the Geirangerfjord is one of nature's masterpieces, and that the title "The most beautiful fjord in the world" is no exaggeration. Several waterfalls run into the fjord. The most known waterfalls are De syv søstre (The seven sisters), Friaren (The suitor) and Brudesløret (The bridal veil). In the middle of the summer most of all you can see just four of De syv søstre (The seven sisters), since the other three dries up very fast. The county has also several long fjords.
"Møre and Romsdal" is the county longest north and is called "Northwest country" (Nordvestlandet). Two big peninsulas with big mountains divided the county into three districts: Sunnmøre, Romsdal and Nordmøre.

Romsdalen is one of Norway’s most beautiful valleys, and it is very spectacular.  Some of the most famous peaks are Romsdalshorn (1.550 m ) and Trolltindane (1.797 m). The highest peak in North Europe, which going straight up, is Trollveggen ( 1.000 m ). Even if it is not allowed many skydivers is jumping off the cliff.  

Down in the valleys and close to the coastline there is a lot more flat land and this is where most people live. Also a lot of the islands are populated – often with just a few houses..

Fishing means a lot for this county, and in some areas also agriculture is very important. In other areas shipbuilding yard and furniture making is the main business.

Wednesday 18th

Arrival Molde at 4.30 pm

Departure Molde at 10.00 pm

Molde is one of the three largest cities in its county "Møre and Romsdal". (The biggest city is Ålesund, then Molde and Kristiansund). A lot of wooden houses with especially nice gardens, gave Molde the nickname "City of Roses". Every year there is a large and famous jazz festival arranged in the city, therefore the city also has got the nickname " The Jazz-city". The city is in a lovely position beside the fjord, Romsdalsfjorden, and it is a very nice and famous view towards the Romsdalsalpene which counts 87 peaks that are more than 1000 meter above sea level!

After this the cruise continues to Norway’s northern parts of South-Norway.  This part is called "Trøndelag" and includes two counties "South Trøndelag" and "North Trøndelag". "Trøndelag" is often called a miniature Norway, since the nature is very unequal most of the places here. Almost half of the land is located over 600 meters above sea level, and the highest mountains are 1.600 – 1.700 meters. Other places the land there are quite flat, even if the also are quite hilly with rocks and low ridges.

A typical coastline with thousands of islands, deep fjords and cozy bay’s and mainland with wide valleys, lots of farming and thousands of square kilometers of forests is found in this county. There is only one other county with more forests than "North Trøndelag", so foresting is very important here. 

At the coast the winters are mild and summers are cool. By the Trondheimsfjorden the summers are significant warmer, but the winter is long and cold. Further into the country the winter can be really strong, and at Røros the temperature can go as low as 50 degrees minus C in wintertime!

"North Trøndelag" is a little bigger than "South Trøndelag" in area, but there lives more than twice the amount of people in "South  Trøndelag" then in "North Trøndelag".  

We will visit Trondheim when we are southbound.

The agriculture means more for "Trøndelag" than any other part of Norway. Milk and meat are the most important products. But in some areas forestry is a very important industry as well, and paper mill, prefabricated house factories gives jobs to many people. 

Thursday 19th
Arrival Namsos at 1.00 pm

Sightseeing tour – see special info onboard

Departure Namsos at 8.00 pm

Namsos. This city is in "North Trøndelag" county. Outside the coast there are a lot of islands, which form protecting skerries. The largest islands are Vikna and Leka. The only stretch, which is open, is Folda, where it says that storms can be heard 70 kilometer into the country.

The area is entirely flat both on the islands and on the mainland, but the landscape is fairly rolling with hills and lower ridges. Towards the border to Sweden, the mountains go as high as 1500 meters above sea level. 

Namsen River is Norway’s seventh longest river. It is 210 kilometers long and very famous for its rich salmons reaching a weight up to 25 kilos. From time to time the weight can be up to 30 kilo. The city Namsos has got its name after the river. 

When we leave this part of the country, "Trøndelag", we arrive to the area, which is called "North-Norway". This part stretches all the way up to Nordkapp (North cape). This is also the most eastern part of Norway, and the city Kirkenes is in fact more east than Polen, Romania, Bulgaria and even Istanbul in Turkey. "North-Norway" existing the counties "Nordland", "Troms" and "Finnmark". The county "Finnmark" is at the same level as Alaska’s northern part. 

In this part of the country we will cross the Artic Circle, which divides the area, which has the Midnight sun and dark winters. Because of the Gulf Stream the climate is fairly mild even if it is far north. 

 In Lofoten, which is in a group of islands, the temperature is 25 degrees higher than the normal compared to same parallel in Alaska. It is probably the biggest positive deviation in temperature in the whole world. The mean temperature will never be below zero degrees. Even in Honningsvåg, which is close to Nordkapp (south), it is not colder than in Oslo. But if you get into the country far north, the temperatures falls very fast during the winter.  The coldest place in Norway, Finnmarksvidda, can get up to minus 50 degrees C during the winter. But during the summer, the temperature can go up to + 34 degrees C. The highest temperature, which is taken at Finnmarksvidda, is +34,3 degrees C, and the lowest temperature, which is taken here, is Minus 51,4 degrees C. 

"North-Norway" is very connected to the sea, and fishing is the main income source, but it is also a lot of industry here. The distances are huge in this part of the country and the population is spread over a large area. Compare to "South-Norway" where the population is average 18 people pr. square kilometers, the population in "North-Norway" is only 4 people pr. square kilometers. Finnmark is the biggest county in Norway, but have the lowest population figure of all the counties. 
Friday 20th
Arrival  Bodø at 12.30 pm

Departure Bodø at 8.00 pm

Bodø is the largest city in "Nordland" county. The midnight sun becomes visible from June 5th to July 9th. 

"Nordland" is the longest county in Norway, and where it is on the most narrow, it is only 6 kilometers to the boarder to Sweden.

The landscape is divided by a lot of islands, fjords and mountains. It is magnificent and beautiful scenery, but it can also be cunning and dangerous when the weather is bad. If you count all the small and large islands, you would end up with 18.414 of them in "Nordland". The coastline, including the islands and fjords, is over 14.000 kilometers long, which is the same as 1/3 round the whole world.

Fishing is very important in this county, especially in these areas: Lofoten and Vesterålen. Other places in the county the iron industry is an important income for people combined with farming. 

Saturday 21st
Arrival  Tromsø at noon

Departure Tromsø at 8.00 pm 

Tromsø (200 years old city) is situated in the county "Troms", and is the largest city in the county. It is also called the capital of  "North-Norway", although it is not official.. The city is located on an island, Tromsøya, and the 1.036 meter long bridge, Tromsøbrua, leads over to the mainland. Here you will find the famous Ishavskatedralen ( a very special church with an exiting architecture). In Tromsø you will also find a lot of museums.

On the mainland, behind the Ishavskatedralen, you can see the mountain Tromsdalstinden, which is 1.200 meter. Here you will find a cable car that takes you up to 421 meter above sea level, and you can enjoy a fantastic view of the city and the district. (Open all days from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm)

"Troms" is the largest ”island-county” in Norway, and the two largest islands in Norway are in this county, Hinnøy and Senja. Close to half of the population lives on islands. On the inside of the islands, the fjords stretches into the country, wide and long. The county has a lot of wild mountains  -   high and steep. Lyngsalpene is known as one of Norway's most beautiful and wild mountains. The highest mountain in "Troms" is Jiekkevarre ( Brefjellet ), which is 1.833 meter, and is called Nordic Mount Blanc.
The winter lasts a long time in "Troms", but the summer is very bright with the midnight sun visible from May 21st to July 23rd. Even when we visit you will hardly notice it is getting dark. 

People make their living from fishing and agriculture. A lot of polar expeditions have started from Tromsø, and by the harbour you can see the statue of the famous polar explorer Roald Amundsen.

Sunday 22nd
Arrival Honningsvåg at 10.00 am

Departure Honningsvåg at 2.00 pm

Honningsvåg is placed in the county "Finnmark", on the island Magerøya, south of Nordkapp (North cape). 
Here is one of Norway's most busy harbours, with trawlers and smacks during the night and day. Honningsvåg is the largest fishing village in the west of "Finnmark".

Nordkapp (North cape) plunge 307 meter into the Nordishavet, outermost on Magerøya. (71 degrees, 10 minutes and 21 seconds north). This passed for the point longest north in Norway and Europe, but actually the point longest north is on a low headland, named Knivkjellodden, which is a little bit further west and a little bit further north (71 degrees, 11 minutes og  8 seconds north). Not many people know this. In old days the Nordkapp (North cape) was a mark for the sailors.  
Then we change course and goes south again. Next stop is Svolvær in the county "Nordland". 

About 1.00 pm Monday afternoon, MS Gann will go into the fjord, Trollfjorden. This is a very narrow fjord, where the entrance to the fjord is only 100 meter. MS Gann will very slowly sneak into the fjord and turn around  -  you can almost touch the steep mountainsides by hand.

Monday 23rd

Arrival Svolvær at 4.00 pm

Departure Svolvær at 9.00 pm

Svolvær  is the largest center for fishing in the group of islands called Lofoten, in the county "Nordland". The midnight sun is visible from May 29th to July 15th. 

Svolvær is a very nice place surrounded by the mountains ; Kjellbergtinden and Kongstindene in west,  Svolværgeita and Blåtind in north.

Svolværgeita is very popular among mountaineers, stretching 569 meters above the sea, and the top part only 2 x 20 meters wide ”horn” with less than 2 meters in distance. The first time somebody climb this mountain, was in the year 1910.

Tuesday24th

Arrival Mosjøen at 2.00 pm

Departure Mosjøen at 8.00 pm

Mosjøen is situated in the middle of  Norway. It is in the county "Nordland". The place longest south in this county is called Helgeland, which also is known as "The Artic Circle-country". Here you can see the second largest glacier in Norway, Svartisen. During the winter you can't see the sun, but in return you can see the Northern lights, which is waving over the sky in the evenings and nights. The mountains "De syv søstre" is a very well known landmark and a popular motive for artists. It is also a very popular area for walkers.  One of the strangest mountains in the world is the Torghatten. It is situated on the island Torget south of Brønnøysund, and this mountain has a large hole, made by sea and ice. The hole is 160 meter long, 25 –35 meters high and 12 –15 meters wide. Don’t miss it! 

According to the legend the hole was made as this:

"One evening the "Hestmannen" saw "De syv søstre" and "Lekamøya" swimming outside "Bodø". 

He was in love with "Lekamøya", so he decided to steal her by midnight. On horseback he 

galloped, but the virgins discovered him, and ran southwards. When they came to the coast of "Helgeland" they did not have more strength left, but "Lekamøya" continued further south. "Sømnakongen" observed all of it, and he could see the "Hestmannen" would shoot with his bow and arrows towards "Lekamøya". Therefore he threw his hat in the arrows way. The hat falls by ”Torget”, with the arrow in it. At the same time the sun went down, and everything became stone.”
Here in the skerries, is that place where it is most sea eagles in the world, and at Lovundfjellet (one of the islands) it is a big colony of puffins. They arrive at April 14th and leave the island in the middle of August.

Wednesday 25th

Arrival  Trondheim at 1.00 pm

Departure Trondheim at 11.00 pm

Trondheim is Norway’s third largest city and is situated in “South-Trøndelag”. For nearly 200 years, until the beginning of the 1200 Trondheim was the capital of Norway. Trondheim is one of the country’s largest agricultural local councils. 

Trondheimsfjorden is Norway’s third longest fjords – 126 kilometers long, and at the deepest 578 meters down. 

The most famous building is the church Nidarosdomen, largest cathedral in Scandinavia. Some people say it is a monk’s ghost in this cathedral. Very close to the cathedral, you will find the largest building of wood in Norway, Stiftsgården, with 70 room. When the King is visiting Trondheim, he lives here. The town has a lot of other exiting buildings, like museums etc. More information will be available onboard. The largest College in the country, which graduates engineers and architects is situated here in Trondheim.
In the middle of the market place, you can see a statue of the founder of the town, Olav Tryggvason, an old Viking King. The statue and the market place is also a big sundial.

Hitra and Frøya are known islands, and the fishing village Titran, at Frøya, has just 200 people who is living here. It is a rich stock of birds here, and Norway’s biggest seal lives here. The storm can be really hard, and a lot of people have died at the sea outside Titran during the years.

Thursday 26th
Arrival  Ålesund at noon

Departure Ålesund at 8.00 pm
Ålesund is situated in  "Møre og Romsdal", where it is the largest city. The city is situated on a lot of islands, which is connected with many bridges and tunnels. The city also has a aquarium, which is well worth a visit. Ålesund has the largest fishing harbour in the country. Even in the year 1845, clip fish were sent from Ålesund to Central America. 

A big fire in the year 1904, damaged the town, but later it was build up again.

Friday 27th

Arrival Bergen at 10.00 am

sightseeing.

Departure Bergen at 11.00 pm

Bergen is a very popular place to visit with a lot to see. Keep your cameras ready!

Bergen is situated in the county "Hordaland" and is Norway’s second largest city. Bergen is one of the oldest towns in Norway, and until the year 1972 the town was a county on itself. Bergen is very well known as a town with a lot of rain. Normally the town get 2.108 millimeters precipitation during the year, and a place outside the town has a record in precipitation; for one month  -   1.064 millimeters, and for one year   -  5.037 millimeters. 

Håkonshallen is an old building, which was built by King Håkon Håkonsson in the middle of the twelfth century.

Fløibanen is one of Norway’s most famous attractions and the only cable car of its kind in Scandinavia. It is located 150 meters from the fish market and the famous old harbour, Bryggen.

The trip takes 5-6 minutes up to the top of the mountain, Fløyen, which is 320 meters above sea level. From the top of Fløyen there is a spectacular view of the city and its beautiful surroundings.

Another viewpoint is Ulriken, which is the highest mountain in the city (642 m). A Cable Car takes you up to the top.

The county is dominated by mountains and is very famous for its beautiful landscape. The highest point is the mountain Hardangerjøkulen, which is 1.862 meter above sea level. Hardangervidda is a big and quite flat mountain plateau, 1.000 and 1.500 meter above sea level, which is a very popular touring ground. The higher mountains in this county, Finse, is the place where the snow last longest in Norway  -  261 days a year!! You can most of all go skiing until late in June.  

Along the coast it is a beautiful, but exposed skerries, which including 6.536 islands and 6.973 rocks. They protect the land against the heavy North Sea. 

The fjords in “Hordaland” are so long, that there is not more than 50 kilometers to nearest fjord from any places. The longest one is Hardangerfjorden, which stretches over 180 kilometers into the country. 

Fishing means a lot along the coast in "Hordaland". The textile industry, factories for melting metals and tourism are big industries as well in this county.

Hardanger is known for its beautiful blossom, fjords, waterfalls and mountains. Here grows North Europe's highest tree of yew and the biggest box hedge.

Saturday 28th
Arrival Stavanger at 7.00 am

If you have some time left – spend a day or two in this area as well!

